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2.  The   sheep   and  cattle  wandered
about as they liked, spoiling more than
they ate.    Such labourers as were left
would not work without higher wages,
and in some parts became robbers.

3.  The King wanted money to carry
on the war with France, and to please
his nobles and the rich people he agreed
to a law which fixed the wage a labourer
could demand, and forbade him to leave
his own parish in search of work.    If a
man refused to obey he was put in prison
and in some cases burnt with a hot iron
in the forehead.

4.  The poor people both in the towns
and  the villages were very  angry and
fierce   about   these   cruel   and   unjust
laws.

5.  A priest in Kent named John Ball
went about preaching that all men were
equal, and ought to be treated alike.    He
said it was not right that some should
be clothed in velvet, and have wine and
fair   bread,  whilst   those   who   worked